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to attest no doctrine, and are but distantly connected
with any object.

2,  Those again  on which an object-seems to be
forced.    Hence many harmonizing in one plan arrest
the attention more powerfully than a detached and
solitary  miracle, as  converging to  one  point,  and
pressing upon our notice the end for which they are
wrought.    This remark, as far as it goes, is prejudicial
to the miracle wrought (as it is said) in Hunneric's
persecution, long after the real age of Miracles was
past; when the Athanasian confessors are reported
to have retained the power of speech after the loss,
of their tongues.

3.  Those, too, must be viewed with suspicion which
are disjoined from human instruments, and are made
the vehicle of no message ;d since, according to our
foregoing view, Miracles are only then divested of
their d priori improbability when furthering some

* great moral end, such as authenticating a divine com-
munication. It is an objection then to those ascribed
to relics generally, and in particular to those attri-

1 buted to the tomb of the Abb6 Paris, that they are
left to tell their own story, and are but distantly con-
nected with any object whatever. As it is, again, to
many tales of apparitions, that they do not admit of
a meaning, and consequently demand at most only
an otiose assent, as Paley terms it. Hence there is a
d Varmer, On Miracles, Chap. v.
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